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Sunday, February 26, 2012 129aformazan from tetrazolium salt) in mdxmyocytes (n=8). Application of 4,4’dii-
sothiocyano-2,2’-stilbenedisulfonic acid, that blocks anion transport mimicked
the response of BayK(-) in control myocytes (n=4) and ‘‘restored’’ the increase
in Jm in mdx myocytes (n=4).The activities of the mitochondrial respiratory
complexes were normal in mitochondria isolated from 8 week old mdx hearts
and from 40 week old mdx hearts that had developed cardiomyopathy. We con-
clude that the communication between the L-type Ca2þ channel and mitochon-
dria is altered in the dystrophin-deficient cardiomyocyte. This appears to
involve an alteration in the association between the channel protein, actin fila-
ments and mitochondrial anion transport and precedes the development of
cardiomyopathy.
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Does Dehydroepiandrosterone Directly Inhibit L-Type Ca Channel
Current in Vascular Smooth Muscle?
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Dehydroepiandrosterone (DHEA) is an abundantly released pro-hormone from
adrenal gland and a neuro-modulator released locally in the brain. DHEA in-
hibits L-type Ca2þ channel current (ICa,L) at relatively high concentration.
However, since serum concentration of DHEA-sulfate, an inactive form of
DHEA, is ~105 M and it is locally converted to DHEA by sulfatase, DHEA
may regulate vascular contraction in situ. The mechanism of how DHEA in-
hibits ICa,L has remained unresolved. In the present study, we explored whether
DHEA inhibits ICa,L by direct interaction with CaV1.2 in cultured A7r5 cell line
from fetal rat aorta and isolated bovine coronary artery smooth muscle cells.
We performed whole cell and cell-attached recording of ICa,L and applied
DHEA either globally by bath application or locally to patch membrane via pi-
pette solution. With whole recording ICa,L amplitude was inhibited by bath ap-
plied DHEA (0.1 mM) in a few minutes associated with an acceleration of the
current decay. The washout of DHEA caused a rapid reversal. Single and mul-
tichannel ICa,Ls were recorded with 90 mM Ba
2þ as a charge carrier in the pres-
ence of Bay K 8644 in the pipette solution. They exhibited characteristic long
open time and constant unitary current amplitude from the start of recording.
However, DHEA (0.1 mM) included in the pipette solution did not accelerate
the transition to the long shut state in the single channel recording nor acceler-
ate the time course of inactivation of the multichannel current for 5-10 min. On
the other hand, mean currents from the cell-attached recording were reversibly
inhibited by bath-applied DHEA. Therefore, if DHEA interacts directly with
CaV1.2 in the membrane, it does not play major role in the steroid-induced
inhibition of ICa,L.Cyclic Nucleotide-gated Channels
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The hyperpolarization-activated current Ih that is generated by hyperpolariza-
tion-activated cyclic nucleotide-gated channels (HCNs) plays a key role in
the control of pacemaker activity in sinoatrial node cells of the heart. By con-
trast, it is unclear whether Ih is also relevant for normal ventricular heart func-
tion. To study the role of the HCN3-mediated component of ventricular Ih, we
generated a HCN3-deficient (HCN3-/-) mouse line. In telemetric electrocardio-
graphic measurements, these mice displayed a profound increase in the T-wave
amplitude at basal heart rate. Action potential recordings of isolated HCN3-/-
ventricular myocytes indicated that this effect was caused by an acceleration
of the late repolarization phase in epicardial myocytes. These cells also dis-
played approximately 30% reduction of total Ih. The mRNA levels of other
ion channels and transporters were not affected, and the major cardiac currents
(INa, ICa, Ito, IKss, IK1) were unchanged. We show that at the resting membrane
potential HCN3 channels are open. They display ultraslow deactivation kinet-
ics and, hence, are constitutively open during the time course of the ventricular
action potential. Specifically, HCN3 together with the other cardiac HCN chan-
nels generate a depolarizing current during late repolarization that prolongs the
ventricular action potentials. Our study conceptually extends the list of HCN
channel functions by demonstrating that these channels not only are relevant
for pacemaker function but also are involved in controlling the electric activity
of ventricular cardiomyocytes.648-Pos Board B434
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The term ‘cooperativity’ is generally used to functionally characterize enzymes
and receptors with multiple binding sites when the affinity at one binding site
influences the affinity at the other binding site(s). The affinity increase for the
primary ligand is a simple energetic consequence of its action because the en-
ergy used for a confomational change must be provided by the binding itself.
The affinity change in the other binding sites is a speciality of the multimeric
protein, determining its characteristic properties. An affinity increase of the
subsequent binging sites is usually termed ‘positive cooperativity’ and an affin-
ity decrease ‘negative cooperativity’. Positive cooperativity has been often de-
scribed by the Monod-Wyman-Changeux model, assuming a constant allosteric
factor for the successive affinity increase for each binding step. Using confocal
patch-clamp fluorometry and a fluorescence-labelled cAMP, we recently deter-
mined for HCN2 channels the rate constants in a Markovian model containing
four sequential binding steps, in both the closed and the open channel, and five
closed open isomerizations. The equilibrium association constants of the bind-
ing steps, i.e. the affinity of the binding sites, changed with the sequence
1.5106, 9.0106, 1.2104, 2.6106 (M1), resulting in a sequence of coop-
erativity of ‘positive-negative-positive’. However, cooperativity can also be re-
lated to the rates of binding and unbinding, i.e. to physical processes
proceeding in time. If considering, for example, the binding rates in the closed
channel, the sequence is 5.4106, 8.4105, 9.9104, 2.2107 (M1s1), re-
sulting in a sequence of cooperativity of ‘negative-negative-positive’. In the
open channel this sequence is similar. As a conclusion we propose to distin-
guish between cooperativity related to the affinities of the binding sites from
cooperativity related to the rates of binding or unbinding at the binding sites,
providing more precise information about the underlying physical processes.
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Considerable evidence has shown that ion channels operate as part of large
macromolecular complexes composed of channels, cytoskeletal proteins, scaf-
folding proteins, signaling molecules, and a litany of other molecules. The pro-
teins that make up these complexes can influence trafficking, localization, and
biophysical properties of the channel. Until recently, little was known about
which proteins associate with and modulate hyperpolarization-activated cyclic
nucleotide-gated (HCN) channels. New studies have uncovered a cytosolic pro-
tein called Trip8b, which may contribute to the dendritic localization of HCN
channels in many neurons. TRIP8b interacts with the carboxy terminus (C-ter-
minus) of HCN channels at two sites and regulates the expression level and cy-
clic nucleotide dependence of the channel. Here we examine the molecular
determinants of Trip8b binding to HCN2 channels using a combination of elec-
trophysiology, single molecule fluorescence, and X-ray crystallography. We
first determined the stoichiometry of the interaction using the single molecule
bleaching method. We counted bleaching steps of EGFPs expressed as fusions
with Trip8b in oocytes co-expressing HCN2 and found that Trip8b and HCN2
form a 4:4 complex in intact channels. Using isolated fragments of HCN2, we
find that Trip8b and the C-terminus of HCN2 form a stable 2:1 Trip8b:HCN2
interaction and that removal of the downstream binding site on HCN2 does not
alter this complex in solution. Combined with the single molecule fluorescence
data, we believe this suggests a model wherebyTrip8b interacts with HCN2 in
the cleft between two adjacent C-termini making multiple contacts with the
each cyclic nucleotide binding domain on neighboring HCN2 molecules. To
begin to understand the detailed molecular mechanism of the interaction be-
tween Trip8b and HCN2, we used X-ray crystallography to determine the struc-
ture of Trip8b in complex with a peptide of the last seven amino acids of HCN2.
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Cyclic nucleotide-gated (CNG) channels have a key role in the conversion of
sensory information, such as light and scent, into primary electrical signals.
CNG channels have, in its N-termini, a transmembrane region which forms
the pore of the channel. The C-termini is in the cytoplasmic side and is
130a Sunday, February 26, 2012composed by the called C-linker and the Cyclic Nucleotide Binding Domain
(CNBD), both in charge of the gating process after the binding of cyclic nucle-
otides. In order to understand the gating process, we performed Molecular
Dynamic (MD) simulations in presence and absence of cAMP of two structures
available in the Protein Data Bank (PDB), which have high sequence homology
with CNG channels. In particular, we used one CNBD from M. Loti Kþ chan-
nels and, from Hyperpolarization-activated Cyclic Nucleotide-modulated
(HCN) channels, we used a monomer and the complete crystallize structure
(C-linker/CNBD tetramer). During 10 ns of free MD we observed small differ-
ences between CNBD with and without cAMP. On the other hand, C-linker/
CNBD suffers a conformational change upon cAMP binding, which could ex-
plain how can be exerted force to the pore region. No large differences were
observed between the tetramer with or without ligand. Also, we performed sev-
eral Steered Molecular Dynamics (SMD) of one monomer alone (both, CNBD
and C-linker/CNBD) and when it forms part of the tetramer (C-linker/CNBD).
We could follow the different unfolding pathways when cAMP is or is not
bounded to the CNBD by using differential contact maps.
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Structurally, cyclic nucleotide gated (CNG) channels belong to the family of
voltage gated ion channels but their gating is not voltage dependent and it is
an open question why CNG channels are voltage-insensitive despite harbouring
the usual S4-type voltage sensor. CNG channels are poorly selective and are
permeable to several monovalent/divalent cations. Here we show that only in
the presence of Liþ, Naþ and Kþ gating of recombinant WT CNGA1 and na-
tive CNG channels is voltage independent, while in the presence of Rbþ and
Csþ and of organic cations their gating is highly voltage dependent. Macro-
scopic and single channel recordings suggest the existence of two different
voltage dependent mechanisms operating together in the presence of Rbþ
and Csþ: an inward rectification of the open pore reflecting asymmetries in
ion permeation and a voltage and time dependent gating. Mutagenesis experi-
ments show that voltage sensing occurs through a voltage sensor composed of
charged/polar residues in the pore and of the S4-type voltage sensor. Neutral-
ization of charged Glu363 in the pore abolishes voltage dependent asymmetries
in ionic permeation while neutralization of the second charged Arginine in the
S4 transmembrane segment affects voltage dependent gating of the channel.
During evolution, CNG channels have lost voltage sensing when Naþ or Kþ
permeate so that in vertebrate photoreceptors CNG channels are open also at
negative voltages, a necessary condition for phototransduction.
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Cyclic nucleotide gated (CNG) channels and Kþ channels share a significant
identity and are thought to share a similar 3D structure. Kþ channels can ac-
commodate at the same time several permeating ions inside their pore and
are referred as multi-ion channels. Also CNGA1 channels are multi-ion chan-
nels, as they exhibit an anomalous mole fraction effect (AMFE) in the presence
of mixtures of 110 mM Liþ and Csþ on the cytoplasmic side of the membrane.
Several observations have identified the ring of Glu363 in the outer vestibule of
the pore as one of the binding sites within the pore of CNGA1 channels. In the
present communication we show also that Csþ ions at the intracellular side of
the membrane, block the entry of Naþ ions. This blockage is almost completely
removed at high hyperpolarized voltages as expected if the Csþ blocking site is
located within the transmembrane electric field. Indeed mutagenesis experi-
ments show that the block is mediated by Thr359 and Thr360 at the intracellu-
lar entrance of the selectivity filter. In T359A mutant channel AMFE in the
presence of intracellular mixtures of Liþ and Csþ is still present but is reduced
or abolished in T360A mutant channel in the presence of 110 mM extracellular
Csþ and Liþ respectively. Therefore the ring of Thr360 at the intracellular en-
trance of the selectivity filter form another binding site in the CNGA1 channel.
These two binding sites are not independent and indeed theymediate a powerful
coupling between permeation and gating, specific of CNG channels.
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NY, USA.The opening of hyperpolarization-activated cyclic nucleotide-gated cation
(HCN) channels is enhanced by the binding of cAMP to a cytoplasmic cyclic
nucleotide binding domain (CNBD). This action results from an allosteric
mechanism in which cAMP binds more tightly to the open versus closed state
of the channel, thereby shifting channel opening to more depolarized voltages
(quantified by the shift in the midpoint voltage of activation, DV1/2). Recently,
the brain-specific cytoplasmic protein TRIP8b has been shown to form an aux-
iliary subunit of HCN channels. In heterologous systems, TRIP8b both alters
channel membrane trafficking and inhibits channel opening by shifting the
V1/2 to more negative potentials. Previous results indicate that this inhibitory
action of TRIP8b results from an antagonism of the ability of cAMP to enhance
channel opening. Moreover, the effect of TRIP8b on HCN gating was found to
result from the interaction of a central core region of TRIP8b with the CNBD of
the channel. Here we ask: Does the effect of TRIP8b involve a direct compe-
tition with cAMP for the CNBD, or does it reflect an allosteric action? By cre-
ating TRIP8b-HCN2 fusion proteins, we demonstrate that TRIP8b shifts the
relation between cAMP concentration and DV1/2 to higher cAMP concentra-
tions. Furthermore, we find that direct application of TRIP8bmini, an 80
amino-acid domain in the conserved central core of TRIP8b, to inside-out
patches is sufficient to antagonize the action of cAMP similar to that seen
with full-length TRIP8b. Moreover, we find that TRIP8bmini reduces the
DV1/2 observed with saturating levels of cAMP (i.e., decreases DVmax), sug-
gesting that TRIP8b does not directly compete with cAMP but rather regulates
HCN2 channels through an allosteric mechanism, decreasing both the efficacy
of cAMP and the sensitivity of the channel to this ligand.
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Cysteine substitution has been widely used in structure and function studies, but
sometimes mutant proteins get retained during trafficking and the cell is unable
to deliver full-length membrane proteins to the cell surface. Similarly, in many
inheritable genetic diseases cysteine mutant proteins encounter the same fate. In
the visual system, for example, some cysteinemutants of cyclic nucleotide-gated
channel (CNG channels) are retained in the ER, leading to achromatopsia (color
blindness). We reasoned that it should be possible to modify the chemical struc-
ture of the mutation in order to mimic the side chain of the wild type amino acid
and recover proper trafficking. As proof of principle, we have studied two natu-
rally occurring cysteine mutants (Y181C and R277C in CNGA3). These muta-
tions are responsible for hereditary cone photoreceptor disorders.We introduced
both achromatopsia-related cysteines in a cysteine-less CNG channel, and used
them as targets for specific chemical modification with hydroxybenzyl-
(MTSHB) and aminoethyl-methanethiosulfonate (MTSEA). These reagents
readily attach to the side chain of cysteines and mimic the chemistry of tyrosine
and arginine, respectively. Cell surface expression was assayed in Xenopus oo-
cytes using fluorescencemicroscopy and electrophysiology.We successfully re-
stored trafficking and normal function to CNGmutant channels R/C and Y/
C, as well as three more cysteine mutants within the S4 transmembrane segment
that are known to be retained in the ER. This chemical method provides a unique
opportunity to functionally characterize previously inaccessible proteins, aswell
as it can be readily implemented to assess the chemical nature of misfolding
problems, conformational dynamics of folding processes or to study protein con-
formational changes at the site of the cysteine mutation.
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Cyclic nucleotide-gated (CNG) channels of olfactory neurons are heterote-
tramers composed of three homologue subunits, 2xCNGA2, CNGA4 and
CNGB1b. CNGA4 and CNGB1b subunits contribute to functional channels
only in heterotetramers with CNGA2 subunits but not when expressed alone.
It is well established that cAMP and cGMP can activate homotetrameric
CNGA2 channels by binding to the cyclic nucleotide-binding domain
(CNBD) and that the presence of the CNGA4 and CNGB1b subunit in hetero-
tetrameric channels leads to an increased apparent affinity for the cyclic nucle-
otides. Our main question is: Do the CNGA4 and CNGB1b contribute to
channel opening by binding cyclic nucleotides or only through allosteric mod-
ulation? By expressing TFP-labelled CNGA4 and CNGB1b subunits in
